Introduced by Council President Anderson: 
ORDINANCE 2015-592
AN ORDINANCE RESCHEDULING THE COUNCIL MEETING OF TUESDAY, September 22, 2015 TO Monday, September 21, 2015; DIRECTING APPROPRIATE NOTIFICATION BY THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AND THE City COUNCIL AUDITOR’S OFFICE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE UPON INTRODUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Council Rule 4.102 provides for Council meetings to be held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month, unless on an election day; and

WHEREAS, the Council is currently scheduled to take up the legislation adopting the City of Jacksonville 2015-2016 Annual Budget, Ordinance 2015-504 (the Budget) on September 22, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville annual budget approaches $1 billion in impact on taxpayers, citizens and rate-payers; and


WHEREAS, the final Budget ordinance contains the unified strategic plan of the government and its sub-units; and

WHEREAS, the Budget must provide for the timely, competent, efficient and effective provision of services to all portions of the community; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Budget for fiscal year 2015-2016 must provide for extraordinary demands occasioned by pension reform; healthcare expenses, public safety, indigent care and tax equity; and

WHEREAS, by Florida law the Budget must be completed, enacted and signed prior to October 1 of each year; and

WHEREAS, there is ample history in Jacksonville’s budgeting process to expect last-minute questions, concerns and details that are both significant to its outcome and necessary to be understood by the Council Members, stakeholders and citizens alike; and

WHEREAS, the Budget is an exceedingly complex document that must be carefully considered by the Council comprising individuals new to the budgeting process; and


WHEREAS, the earliest reasonable adoption of the Budget enhances effectiveness, transparency and judicious use of time resources while providing for additional time for last-minute questions and details; and


WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the Council finds it in the best interest of the public to move the Council meeting scheduled for September 22 up one day to September 21, 2015 to provide for adequate time for discussion and reflection but also to allow adoption within sufficient time to comply with Florida law;now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

September 22, 2015 Council Meeting date moved to September 21, 2015.  The Council meeting normally scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, is hereby rescheduled to Monday, September 21, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

Section 2.

Notification.  The Chief of Legislative Services and the City Council Auditor’s Office, for the budget legislation, are hereby directed to ensure that all public hearings normally advertised and scheduled for the Council Meeting scheduled for September 22, 2015 shall be advertised and scheduled for September 21, 2015, and that such notifications that are necessary to conduct the Council meeting are made.  

Section  3.
Requesting emergency passage upon introduction pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage upon introduction of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is to ensure that the proper date is advertised for the budget legislation, which must be adopted by at the last meeting in September. 

Section 4.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and Council Secretary.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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